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Department or Functional 
Planning Unit (FPU) 

Description 

Receiving area Soiled items are received from units throughout the facility and 
separated into recyclable and non-recyclable items. 

Waste disposal Non-recyclable items are disposed of appropriately. 

Decontamination area All recyclable articles (including delivery trolleys) are sorted, rinsed, 
ultrasonically cleaned or mechanically washed and dried 

Packing area Instruments and equipment are sorted, counted and packaged for 
sterilising 

Sterilising / cooling areas Sterilisers are loaded, operated, and unloaded 

Sterilised items are allowed to cool while still loaded on steriliser 
trolleys 

Sterile Stock Sterile Stock is a sterile storage area for instruments and packs 
being off loaded from the Sterilising/ cooling areas. Items will be 
kept here before dispatch to other units of the facility 

Dispatch area Distribution trolleys are held prior to dispatch to units of the facility. 
A separate entrance for sterile stock being received from external 
suppliers should be provided 

User areas Sterile stock is distributed to the units of the facility as required and 
disposed of or returned to the receiving area after use. 

Table 1: Zones for Instrument Processing 
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Relative pressure gradients are represented diagrammatically below: 

 

  Figure 1: Pressure Gradients for Operating 

Rooms and surrounding support rooms 
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